
 





 
 

 





 
  





 
  



 
 

 

 
 



 



 
 

Geography is a space, not just the mundane space we move physically through but 
also the spaces surrounding our imagination and memories. A dream does not take 
place in a void.  A memory is rooted in a place. Just as there are external nation 
states and failed states, there are also states of mind.  These books discuss the 
geography of both our external and internal lives. 
 
We humans have a long history of exploration of our environments - as 
hunter/gatherer groups to find food and shelter and avoid the dangers surrounding 
us. Researchers have discovered specialized neurons, first in rat brains, then in other 
mammalian brains (including ours) that are active only when a novel environment is 
being examined. The neurons cluster around and in the hippocampus region and we 
all have them. As children’s knowledge of their surroundings grows and as they 



explore beyond the boundaries of home, these neurons increase. Or did through the 
1950s and 1960s. This was when children walked to school, played in city streets 
with their friends or completed chores around farms in rural areas. 

 
Now with physical exploration replaced by internet and cell phones and being driven 
to every location by adults, the ability of building conceptual maps of the surrounding 
environment falters and eventually disappears. As it does with the adults who rely 
heavily on Geographical Positioning Systems to get them from one location to 
another. Right now, could you sit down and draw a map of the route you take driving 
to work or to a school or to a park? How much detail would there be? What features 
would you note? What alternate route could you take if a street was blocked? Tests 
show that the adults relying heavily on GPS draw the worst maps. Does it mean the 
cognitive ability to find your way will eventually be destroyed? Maybe. Maybe not. But 
your hippocampus area may shrink and that is dangerous as it is also a condition 
found in many dementia patients who have truly lost their way. 
 
Men differ in their external navigation approach to women. (YES!) Male navigation 
strategies of large areas make use of cardinal directions; distance; bearing; as 
though examining the route from above, drone- or bird-like (go south down the street 
for about a mile then turn east at the second intersection, the freeway on-ramp going 
north is a half-mile further…). Whereas women make greater use of landmarks, 
explaining a route by the description of what will be passed (continue down this 
street until you get to the high school then turn left at the first intersection after the 
school and go past the Methodist church and turn right at the next intersection with 
traffic lights…) And how to describe the terror or being lost. Of stepping off a trail and 
turning to find the trail has disappeared. Why do we react with panic, sometimes 
losing our lives as well. 
 
Our internal geography is as fascinating as up-to-date accounts of the external nation 
states that occur in headlines and news reports. Iran, Turkey, The Sahel - places of 
earlier colonial control (Burkina Faso, Chad, Niger…) a corridor of countries in 
trouble and facing failure as they become battlegrounds of militias and threaten to 
send more waves of migrants to Europe. And other states struggling with the 
problems geography has endowed on them (Australia, United Kingdom, Spain) and 
even Space. How will its geography be measured and mapped; who will “own” parts 
of it when wealth from asteroids or planets is discovered? 
  



 

 
  



 

 



 

 



 



 

 
  



 

 

 



 

 

 
  





 
  



 
  



 

 



 

 
 



 



 
 

 



 



 


